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Synopsis of the play
The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane is an 80-minute play based on the novel by
Kate DiCamillo (2006). This heartwarming tale retells the story of Edward, a china
toy rabbit, who is owned by ten-year-old Abilene. Although Abilene shows Edward

immense love and care, he is self-centered and selfish. As Abilene’s family is
departing on a ship to London, Edward is flung overboard, and now lives in the

world as a “lost toy.” As the play digresses, Edward is scooped up from the ocean by a
fisherman’s net. Throughout his journey, he brings comfort to the fisherman’s wife,

meets the homeless while traveling alongside a hobo and his dog, helps a farmer,
aids a little boy who is suffering while caring for his sick sister, and finally, is fixed in

a toyshop where he meets an old doll. As Edward is brought into each of the
character’s stories, he is taught a valuable lesson: what it means to truly love. When
Edward lost Abilene, it didn’t take long for him to realize his lack of courage to love
again. However, this courage is rebuilt through both the heartbreaks and many acts
of kindness he is shown by strangers along his journey home. Edward discovers that

loving often means taking a risk, and fighting for those you care for.



“
If you have no intention of

loving or being loved, then the
whole journey is pointless

“

Author Kate DiCamillo (The Miraculous 
Journey of Edward Tulane)
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Themes Cont.
First of all, the story of Edward Tulane is one of both loss and love. It is
important to note that one cannot love anything or anyone without the
fear of losing that object or person. This is what makes it all the more
fragile - such as a china rabbit toy. The evidence of this theme is displayed
through the character arc of Sarah Ruth, and how her brother (Bryce)
cares for her even as she is dying. This touches Edward the most.

Secondly, The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane is just that: a journey of
self-discovery. While the different characters love Edward in the many
ways they know how, he notices that there isn’t merely one way of loving.

And lastly, this is a perfect play to perform around the season of Easter
because Edward Tulane is a representation of the resurrection story in the
Bible. Several religious themes are painted throughout the book and play.
For example, Lucius (the doll-maker) fixes Edward, implying that he has
“risen from the dead” and is renewed.



Meet the Author 

kate dicamillo



What sparked this story?

Philadelphia, PA author Kate DiCamillo is known for her work as a children’s author.
She has written over 25 books and has sold over 37 million copies - one of them

being The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane. Kate DiCamillo was inspired to create
the story of Edward Tulane when she received a china rabbit doll as a gift. This
sparked the rabbit’s journey, and the book was officially published in 2006. 

how it came to be...

In the Chicago Tribune, DiCamillo said, “I initially thought it would be
a picture book, but when I started writing, it just unfurled and wrote

itself. The story told me; I didn’t tell the story.” 



How is this story a play?

On the other hand, Dwayne Hartford, the playwright for The
Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane is from Phoenix, Arizona.
He works as the playwright-in-residence at the Childsplay
Theatre. Hartford received his BFA in musical theatre from 
the Boston Conservatory in
2000, and since he has written
several plays that have toured
across the U.S. and Canada. dwayne hartford

the man behind the scenes...



october 2015

october 2013
Brief Production History:

The stage adaptation of The Miraculous Journey

of Edward Tulane was also perforned at Ruth

Page Center of the Arts in 2015. It starred

 Jessie Fisher, Melanie Brezill, Kelvin Roston Jr.,

and Patrick Budde. 

Originally, The Miraculous Journey of Edward

Tulane was developed, produced and also

funded by the Childsplay Theatre in Tempe,

Arizona. The play’s first premiere was on

October 26th, 2013. 



The official
playbill from
Childsplay

Theatre’s premiere
of Edward Tulane



Refined: Elegant and cultured in appearance, manner, or taste.

Farthfigery: A made up witch curse word, essentially meaning “disappointing” in the story.

Bon Voyage: Used to express good wishes to someone about to go on a journey.

Muck: Dirt, rubbish, or waste matter.

Churned: Move or cause to move about vigorously.

Daft:  Silly; foolish.

Andromeda, Pegasus, Cassiopeia, Ursa Major: Different kinds of galaxies and constellations.

Vulgar: Lacking sophistication or good taste; unrefined.

Outlaw: A person who has broken the law, especially one who remains a fugitive.

Bedroll: A sleeping bag or other bedding rolled into a bundle.

Junction:  A point where two or more things are joined.

Ferocious: Savagely fierce, cruel, or violent.

Glossary of words
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