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Study Guide
By Caitlin Martin



Director’s Note

I first read The Musical Comedy Murders of 1940 in 1995. And I laughed. A lot. 

And I really wanted others to experience the same thing. So, after my high school
 graduation, I spent that summer of ’96 getting some friends together and we put

 on a no-budget production at the Grace Museum. I asked an Abilene door 
company to donate French doors. And they did! They helped class up my 

cardboard walls. We used paint donated from a local paint supply store because
 no one wanted it. So, pink striped cardboard walls it was! The show turned

 more into a “Comedy of Errors” than a “Comedy of Murders,” but we had a blast 
and seven of the ten cast members went on to get theatre degrees from ACU!

 
I took that endeavor on at the age of 18 because theatre and film are special art 
mediums to me. They can take people on an emotional journey from the safety
 of their chair. They are windows into another world that can give you a break

 from your circumstance and give you empathy for another’s. You can weep on 
your couch without personally being a castaway on an island; you can join in the 
battle cry of “FREEDOM!” but not experience the personal sacrifice; or you can 

laugh so hard you forget about your own life-struggles for two hours. And 
hopefully you walk away with a new perspective and lifted spirit.

  
Different genres create different experiences. For me, there is something about a 

good laugh and fun mystery that warms my heart. In John Truby’s book The Anatomy 
of Genres, he writes about the seeking and revealing of truth being a fundamental 
part of the mystery genre. As a Christian, this echoes deep in my heart. God has 
written upon our heart to know Truth and to seek out Truth. I think that is why the 

mystery or “riddle to be solved” draws people in. We were meant to seek and 
know the Truth. He has wired us for this journey… to seek and know Truth.

  
That being a bit of the background of my journey with this script, I wanted to direct 
The Musical Comedy Murders of 1940 for you. To provide laughter, a break from the 

world and your personal struggles, and lead you to think about what it is to have 
Truth revealed to you wherever you are in life. I hope you enjoy the journey for 

Truth echoed in this play today, as it has for me since 1995. 

Catherine Baumgardner
Class of 2000
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