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I and You is a play about connection. But how do we 
connect with a play about two teenagers doing home-
work? (I wrote the thing and that sounds like a terrible 
premise.) We start by acknowledging that there is always 
more going on than the obvious; that everyone is living 
with contradiction, challenge, mystery and accessible joy 
if we care to look. We would also be smart to remember 
who we were as teenagers; hopeful, spiteful, wistful, wise. 
We might also start with generous hearts that recognize 
the communal hopes of people who do not at first seem to 
be anything like us. That’s the spirit of Whitman that these 
two characters gradually unpack and then embody during 
the course of the play you are about to watch, the spirit of 
strange unity and surprising kinship.
The following poem lives on the title page of later editions 
of Whitman's Leaves of Grass. Whitman seems to be writ-
ing a requiem to his own writing, a hymn to the powerful 
buoyancy of verse to skip across time and defy death. Hold 
it in your mind as you watch and perhaps read it again 
after the play. But don’t think of it as homework :)

Come, said my soul,
Such verses for my Body let us write, (for we are one,)      
That should I after return,      
Or, long, long hence, in other spheres,      
There to some group of mates the chants resuming,      
(Tallying Earth's soil, trees, winds, tumultuous waves,)      
Ever with pleas'd smile I may keep on,      
Ever and ever yet the verses owning—as, first, I here and 
now      
Signing for Soul and Body, set to them my name,       
Walt Whitman

Thank you for being here, for adding your story to these 
two characters, and for exploring the connected life that 
we are living in this unique and mysterious present.

Yawp, Lauren

A note from the playwright, Lauren Gunderson:
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WINTER COMEDY
Laughter on the 23rd Floor
Written by Neil Simon
Directed by Adam Hester
You want funny? Don’t miss Neil Simon’s love letter to his years 
as a young writer for Sid Caesar’s “Your Show of Shows.” Cap-
turing the hilarity and heart of television’s glory days, Laughter 
on the 23rd Floor is one of Simon’s funniest and most touching 
comedies. Prepare yourself for sidesplitting laughter!
February 5-6, 12-13, 19-20, 2016
Fulks Theatre, 7:30 p.m. | Talkback on February 12
Recommended for ages 13 and older

UPCOMING PRODUCTIONS

STUDIO PREMIERE
Nickel and Dimed
By Joan Holden
Based on 
Nickel and Dimed, on (Not) 
Getting by in America by Barbara Ehrenreich
Directed by FaithAnn Jones
Can a middle-aged, middle-class woman survive when she 
suddenly has to make beds all day in a hotel and live on $7 an 
hour? Maybe. But one $7-an-hour job won’t pay the rent: she’ll 
have to do back-to-back shifts as a chambermaid and a wait-
ress. This isn’t the first surprise for acclaimed author Ehrenreich, 
who set out to research low-wage life firsthand, confident she 
was prepared for the worst. Joan Holden’s stage adaptation is a 
focused comic epic shadowed with tragedy.
March 3-5, 2016
Culp Theatre, 7:30 p.m. | Talkback every performance
Recommended for ages 16 and older



SPRING MUSICAL
Hands on a Hardbody
Book by Doug Wright
Lyrics by Amanda Green
Music by Trey Anastasio and Amanda Green
Based on the documentary film by S. R. Bindler and Kevin Morris
Directed by Kari Hatfield
Inspired by true events… For 10 hard-luck Texans, a new lease on 
life is so close they can touch it. Under a scorching sun for days on 
end, armed with nothing but hope, humor and ambition, they’ll 
fight to keep at least one hand on a brand-new truck for a chance 
to win it. In the hilarious, hard-fought contest that is Hands on 
a Hardbody, only one winner can drive away with the American 
Dream.
April 8-9, 15-16, 22-23, 2016
Fulks Theatre, 7:30 p.m. | Talkback on April 15


