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The Abilene Christian University Department of Theatre is committed to providing
quality training and opportunity for the disciplined theatre artist in a nurturing 

environment that models Christian values.
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Director’s Note

"Our practices are pointless if our posture isn't Christ-like."
-Zach Lambert

When I direct a piece, . the first step I take is deciding how best to challenge
my audience with one major question. My hope is that when the show ends,

you take a piece of it with you. The conversation that we start in this 
production continues in our community. So, when I started looking for a 

way into Godspell I encountered a pretty serious challenge. How do I tell a 
story about how Christ creates community... at Abilene Christian University? 

How does that challenge our audiences when they are made up of people 
who already have experienced a community built by our faith? 

How do I present something that doesn't feel redundant?

The solution became clear in the early morning hours while I was 
rocking my daughter back to sleep. She was upset, confused, surrounded 
by the darkness of the night and the sounds of distant cars on a nearby 
highway. All she knew in that moment was that she needed to feel safe, 

to feel held, to feel a part of something bigger. 

Our production is centered not around how Christ builds community, 
but how once that community is built, how do we, as Christians, welcome 
outsiders into our ranks? How do we welcome those that are afraid of the 

dark, lost and uncertain, desperate to feel safe and loved? What does Jesus 
call us to do when we encounter someone who is at their lowest? 

How do we welcome people into our tribe? 

How do we cradle those that have felt scared and uncertain in a way that 
makes them feel safe enough to sleep through the dark 

and awake in the light of the morning?

We show them love. Unrelenting, unyielding, uncompromising love. 

Welcome to our tribe. Come as you are. You are welcome at our table. 
-Joey Banks, Director & Assistant Professor
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