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ACT I
“It’s Time” ..................................................................... Zoey
“She’s Fine ................................. Mama, Doctor, Connie
“Just Right” ................................................... Zoey, Robbie
“Doctors, Nurses” ..................................................... Mama
“Catch You Later, Goodbye” .................... Zoey, Connie
“Milky Way” ......................................................... Zoey, Cli�
“Rain Hurts Clouds” ..................... Connie, Mama, Zoey
“Did It Cross Your Mind” ................................. Zoey, Cli�
“In February” .............................................. Mama, Connie
“Loved and Kept” ................ Connie, Cli�, Zoey, Mama

10 minute intermission

ACT II
“Over You” .................................................. Zoey, Connie
“The Long Distance Waltz” ................................. Mama
“Deny Yourself” .............................. Jerry, Zoey, Connie
“Just Beneath The Surface” .............. Zoey, Cli�, Jerry
“Doctors, Nurses” ........................................................ Cli�
“San Antonio Rain” ............................................... Connie
“Our Chance/Don’t Tell Me” ................................... Zoey
“Feeling Better” .......................................................... Zoey
“The Song That Is You”.................................. Johnny Ray
“Milky Way Reprise” .............................................. All Cast

Musical Numbers
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Keyboard…………………….……………………………….……………..…….Fred Grigg
Violin…………………….……………………….…….……….….………..Thomas Roberts
String Bass…………………….……………………….….….……..……………Stacey Nash
Guitar…………………….………………………….…….……….….….….….Robert Colley
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Developing a musical is hard y’all. Did you know that writer Anaïs Mitchell spent more than a
decade crafting the book and lyrics for the Tony Award–winning musical Hadestown?  I began
working on After Zoey in 2014, though the concept had been brewing for years prior. Originally
titled Losing Mellie, the story mirrored the romance of the main characters Mellie and Tripp,
who later evolved into Zoey and Cliff. Connie, Mellie’s sister, and Mama were in those first 16
pages, but the Other Guys was a later device. The names in After Zoey were carefully chosen for
their deeper meanings.

In 2015, I had the incredible opportunity to workshop After Zoey in New York, fulfilling a long-
held dream. A fully staged production followed at ACU in 2016, yet in my mind, it remained a
work in progress as I continued to refine the musical. Both the New York workshop and the
ACU production featured my daughter Jenavene, who composed and wrote many of the songs.
While not autobiographical, After Zoey draws inspiration from my sister-in-law, Martha, a
woman of courage and faith. Her remarkable life served as the foundation for the fictional
narrative. I hope the truth of After Zoey bears witness to her indomitable life. Several songs in
the musical were penned by Martha, and I vividly recall listening to her sing those very melodies
on a cassette tape decades ago after Donna and I married.

My son, Conrad, wrote many poems that Jenavene later set to music, six of these are included in
After Zoey. In 2005, Conrad and Jenavene both graduated – he from college and she from high
school. They marked this significant milestone together in a joint concert with some of their
friends playing in the band, Jenavene singing the songs and Conrad serving as MC. As you can
tell, the evolution of After Zoey spanned many years with its roots deeply embedded in our
family’s creative endeavors.

The realization of this musical wouldn’t have been possible without the exceptional gifts of
Juilliard-trained musician Joseph Mohan who orchestrated the songs in 2016. But today, I’m so
grateful for this current cast and production team. After our gracious producer and advocate
Dawne Meeks asked if I would bring After Zoey back, I couldn’t imagine doing the play without
Jenavene performing Zoey and my son-in-law, Seth, playing Cliff. But here we are today with an
amazing cast whose passion and commitment have infused new energy into these roles, our
extraordinary stage managers as well as our outstanding music director, Chris Hollingsworth,
scenic designer Gary Varner, and the rest of the talented production team.

A special word of appreciation goes to my wife, Donna, who has championed After Zoey from
the beginning. Her unwavering support, constructive feedback, costume design contributions,
and overall encouragement have been invaluable in shaping this narrative into what it is today.
I trust that you, the audience, will discover hope and inspiration within the story of After Zoey.

-Adam Hester
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