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Statement of Misson 
The Abilene Christian University Department of Theatre is committed to providing

quality training and opportunity for the disciplined theatre artist in a nurturing environment that
models Christian values .
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Director’s Note

The Winter’s Tale

The Winter’s Tale begins with a crisis we recognize all too 
well: a leader consumed by paranoia, a family torn apart by 
suspicion, and a community frozen by the fallout of one 
person’s fear. Shakespeare shows us how quickly a world can 
contract when trust collapses.

But he also shows us something else. He shows us what 
happens when time is allowed to do its work—when new 
voices enter, when the next generation refuses to inherit old 
wounds, when the world chooses growth over bitterness. 
The play expands from winter into spring, from rigidity into 
possibility.

What moves me most is the play’s insistence that change is 
possible. That remorse can deepen into wisdom. That 
forgiveness, though fragile and imperfect, can still be 
transformative. The statue scene embodies this belief: a 
moment where art, memory, and hope converge to ask 
whether healing can happen after real harm.

In a moment when our own world often feels stuck in its 
winters, The Winter’s Tale offers a reminder that renewal is not 
naïve—it’s necessary. Thank you for being here. May this story 
leave you with a little more space for hope.

Adam Hester
Director, The Winter’s Tale



Supporting ACU Theatre
The ACU Theatre is indebted to our supporters for their generosity and sacri�ces. 

Theatre alumni and other friends have created 16 endowed 
scholarships and underwritten productions, faculty development, and master classes.

 
If you would like the opportunity to support the artists of faith at ACU Theatre, 

visit acu.edu/theatre and click on Lights Up!

Upcoming Theatre Department Prospective Auditions:

• October 2nd, 2026: In Person Audition
• December 4th, 2026: Virtual AND In Person Audition

• January 29th, 2027: Virtual Audition
• February 26th, 2027: In Person Audition

• April 27th, 2027: Virtual AND In Person Audition

Apply at https://app.getacceptd.com/acutheatre 








