


Statement of Misson 
The Abilene Christian University Department of Theatre is committed to providing

quality training and opportunity for the disciplined theatre artist in a nurturing environment that
models Christian values .
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Director’s Note

Welcome to Violet!

This musical has indeed been a journey.
Having cast this production and chosen our creative team a year ago, I 
made the decision to move the performance dates from fall to early spring 
due to university timing. Little did I know that it was exactly God’s perfect 
timing. That shift allowed our students to grow—vocally, emotionally, and 
spiritually—into the depth of this demanding and transformative work. 
Violet by Jeanine Tesori and Brian Crawley tells the story of a young woman 
carrying the grief of an unseen scar on her cheek. She boards a bus across 
the American South in the late 1960s seeking healing from a preacher she 
believes holds God’s power. What she discovers is far deeper: the healing 
power of love, forgiveness, and restoration.
It is a journey through pain into light.
This production runs without intermission. It moves like a pilgrimage—
pressing forward, asking challenging questions, justice questions, wrestling 
with faith, and proclaiming hope. It is at its heart, a gospel story.
I am profoundly proud of the growth of our students. Their courage, 
vulnerability, and artistry reflect the transforming missional work that 
happens in this department every day.
Thank you for supporting ACU Theatre as donors and patrons. Your belief in 
these young artists makes work like this possible.
Dawne Swearingen Meeks
Chair, ACU Theatre
Class of ’95

“But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength.
They will soar on wings like eagles,
they will run and not grow weary,
they will walk and not be faint.”

-Isaiah 40:31



Supporting ACU Theatre
The ACU Theatre is indebted to our supporters for their generosity and sacri�ces. 

Theatre alumni and other friends have created 16 endowed 
scholarships and underwritten productions, faculty development, and master classes.

If you would like the opportunity to support the artists of faith at ACU Theatre, 
visit acu.edu/theatre and click on Lights Up!

Upcoming Theatre Department Prospective Auditions:

• February 20, 2026: In Person Audition

• March 20, 2026: In Person/Virtual Audition

Apply at https://app.getacceptd.com/acutheatre 






