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Statement of Misson 
The Abilene Christian University Department of Theatre is committed to providing

quality training and opportunity for the disciplined theatre artist in a nurturing environment that
models Christian values .
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Director’s Note
As we embark on this journey into The Lightning Thief, we find ourselves 
exploring a tradition that dates back thousands of years—one that was born 
in the ancient world and continues to inspire us today. The Greeks created 
stories that speak not only to the human condition but to the very heart of 
our collective imagination. We still turn to them because they speak truths 
that transcend time and place. The world of Greek mythology isn’t confined 
to textbooks; it lives within us, urging us to confront our fears, understand 
our place in the world, and find our own inner hero.

Live theatre amplifies the power of these stories. It is a place where the magic 
of myth meets the living, breathing presence of the audience. Every 
performance is a shared experience, where the spectacle and energy of the 
stage combine with our own hopes and dreams. In the world of The Lightning 
Thief, we experience the thrill of battle, the wonder of discovery, and the 
journey of becoming a hero—an experience that feels as alive and relevant 
now as it did to those who gathered in ancient amphitheaters.

And yet, as much as we celebrate spectacle, the core of this story is the 
heroes themselves. In a world that often seems devoid of the larger-than-life 
figures we long to look up to, Percy Jackson offers us a hero who is, at once, 
incredibly ordinary and extraordinary. He’s flawed, unsure, and struggling, 
just like so many of us. Heroes are not perfect. They don’t always win, and 
they don’t always know the way. But in their journey, they inspire us to find 
the strength we might not know we have.

As we step into this world of gods and monsters, I invite you to embrace the 
timeless power of mythology and the shared experience of live theatre. Let 
this story remind you that the hero’s journey is never outdated, only 
reinvented.

-Joey Banks
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