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Statement of Misson
The Abilene Christian University Department of Theatre is committed to providing
quality training and opportunity for the disciplined theatre artist in a nurturing environment that
models Christian values.
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At first glance, The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee is a

comedy about precocious kids spelling impossibly difficult words. It is silly,
surprising, and often delightfully absurd. But beneath that humor is
something much more tender: a group of young people who are desperate
to be seen.

Each of these spellers arrive with their own insecurities, expectations,
loneliness, pressures, or the quiet hope that this might be the place where
they finally belong. What makes this musical so special is that it does not
ask its characters to hide their eccentricities or “grow out” of them. Instead,
it invites us to celebrate them. The lisp, the overachieving perfectionism,
the awkward honesty, the imagination that spills out at the wrong
moment—these are not flaws to be corrected, but truths to be embraced.

In working on this production, we have been drawn again and again to the
idea that adolescence is not just a phase to survive, but a time when identity
is formed in bold, vulnerable strokes. These characters remind us of a version
of ourselves that we may have outgrown, but never truly leave behind. Their
struggles are deeply human.

At Abilene Christian University, where community and belonging are
central to our mission, this story resonates in a particularly meaningful way.
It asks us to consider how we show up for one another: Do we make space
for difference? Do we recognize the courage it takes to be fully,
unapologetically oneself? And perhaps most importantly, do we remember
what it felt like to want so badly to be understood?

My hope is that you will laugh freely tonight and hope you see a bit of
yourself and your childhoods on that stage. | urge you to be reminded that
the very things that make us strange, specific, and unique are often the
things that make us most worthy of being seen.

- Joey Banks




Supporting ACU Theatre
The ACU Theatre is indebted to our supporters for their generosity and sacrifices.
Theatre alumni and other friends have created 16 endowed
scholarships and underwritten productions, faculty development, and master classes.

If you would like the opportunity to support the artists of faith at ACU Theatre,
visit acu.edu/theatre and click on Lights Up!
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