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Statement of Misson
The Abilene Christian University Department of Theatre is committed to providing quality training and
opportunity for the disciplined theatre artist in a nurturing environment that models Christian values.
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Ensemble.................. Amelie Beegle, Brooke Bott, Katie Curry, Kaitlyn Olson, Josh Vorel
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Shrek (Ashton Taylor), Fiona (Kendall West), Donkey (Riley Wilson), Lord Farquaad (Matthew Lietz),
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Director’s Note

Welcome to the 2025 Homecoming Musical, Shrek!

We're so happy you could join us as we celebrate the extraordinary talent and creativity of the
ACU Theatre Department. Our Homecoming productions are a proud and storied part of our
department’s legacy. These shows are built to entertain and delight, but also to remind us of
the deeper purpose of live theatre: to gather, to connect, and to share stories that reflect who
we are.

Shrek the Musical opened on Broadway in 2008, following the massive success of DreamWorks'
2001 animated film. With music by Jeanine Tesori (Fun Home, Caroline, or Change) and book and
lyrics by David Lindsay-Abaire (Rabbit Hole), the show reimagines the world of classic fairy tales
through a modern, irreverent lens. It's an epic comedy with a huge heart and a story about what
happens when the “monsters” and “misfits” take center stage, and when the ones deemed

“too weird,”“too loud,” or“too different” are finally seen and celebrated.

What makes Shrek timeless is its honesty wrapped in humor. Beneath its layers of bright green
makeup is a story about loneliness, identity, and belonging. It reminds us that true beauty, and
true heroism, rarely look the way we expect them to. In a world quick to discard those who don't
fit a mold, Shrek offers a simple but radical message that we also try to embody as a faith-centered
department: that every person, no matter how strange or scarred, is worthy of love and
community.

I've always loved an antihero (or perhaps more accurately, an unexpected hero), as in Shrek, we
see the old fairy-tale structure turned upside down. The ogre saves the princess, yes, but he also
learns that his own walls, his sarcasm, his isolation, were built not from strength, but from

fear. And Fiona, too, learns that her own “curse” isn’t something to hide, but something to embrace.
It's a beautiful, strange, funny, messy fable about finding peace with who you are, and finding your
people along the way.

So tonight, laugh loud, cheer hard, and let yourself be reminded that joy and kindness are acts
of courage, and that the world, in all its weirdness, is better when everyone has a place in it.

Welcome to the swamp.

— Joey Banks



Supporting ACU Theatre
The ACU Theatre is indebted to our supporters for their generosity and sacrifices.
Theatre alumni and other friends have created 16 endowed
scholarships and underwritten productions, faculty development, and master classes.

If you would like the opportunity to support the artists of faith at ACU Theatre,
visit acu.edu/theatre and click on Lights Up!

Upcoming Theatre Department Prospective Auditions:

« December 5, 2025: Virtual Audition OR In Person Audition
« January 23, 2026: Virtual Audition
« February 20, 2026: In Person Audition

« March 20, 2026: In Person/Virtual Audition

Apply at https://app.getacceptd.com/acutheatre
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Auditions: Bachelor of Arts in Music

January 17, 2026 Bachelor of Music in
February 7, 2026 Vocal Performance

Bachelor of Music
March 21, 2026 (teacher certification)

Video Submissions Due:
April 18, 2026

. A A Cappella Chorus
Music Preview Day:

Big Purple Colorguard /
November 14

Acuity Winterguard

Big Purple Marching Band
Concert Band
Gospel Choir
Jazz Combos
Jazz Ensemble
Opera
Orchestra
Percussion Ensemble
Steel Drum Band
University Chorale
Wind Ensemble
acu.edu/music - 325-674-2199
music@acu.edu
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November 15" @ 1:30pm
Fulks Theatre

One Night Only

December 6" @ 7:30pm
Fulks Theatre

This Random World

February 8th @ 7:30pm
Seven & One FBookstore

For more information or to purchase tickets, visit
acu.universitytickets.com or call 525-674-27181



