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Statement of Misson
The Abilene Christian University Department of Theatre is committed to providing
quality training and opportunity for the disciplined theatre artist in a nurturing environment that
models Christian values.
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Director’s Note

For almost two decades, ACU Theatre has staged our "cornerstone"
production which has often been an opportunity to discuss difficult
topics and complex themes with our campus student body, but after
several years of pandemics, algorithms deciding what we should read
and watch, and the constant barrage of war overseas and violence at
home... we decided we wanted to present something else entirely
this year: escapism.

Sometimes, it just feels good to laugh.

Theatre is often an exploration of building empathy through the stories
we see on stage, and to build empathy with another requires that we
speak a universal language. Yakob Smirnoff, an American comedian
born in Ukraine in the 1950s, put it best when he explained the reason
for his exploration of comedy, "Everybody laughs the same in every
language because laughter is a universal connection.”

So, the purpose with this cornerstone production is tied to that belief.
Often, theatre can be an exercise in humanity, and exercise, by
definition, can require a great degree of effort to be successful. Tonight,
instead, we ask you to relax and join a large room of people in the
pursuit of a very simple notion: laughter truly is the best medicine.

Escape from the outside world, turn off your anxieties about where
we are headed as a people, and in the same way we ask ourselves to
trust in God's plan, we also ask you to trust in the notion that you can
be a little bit healed by sharing a laugh with your neighbor.

Enjoy the lunacy and be loud about it!

-Joey Banks




Supporting ACU Theatre
The ACU Theatre is indebted to our supporters for their generosity and sacrifices.
Theatre alumni and other friends have created 16 endowed
scholarships and underwritten productions, faculty development, and master classes.

If you would like the opportunity to support the artists of faith at ACU Theatre,
visit acu.edu/theatre and click on Lights Up!

Upcoming Prospective Student Auditions:

«October 2nd, 2026: In Person Audition
« December 4th, 2026: Virtual Audition OR In Person Audition
« January 29th, 2027: Virtual Audition
« February 26th, 2027: In Person Audition

« April 23rd, 2027: Virtual Audition OR In Person Audition
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