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The Abilene Christian University Department of Theatre is committed to providing

quality training and opportunity for the disciplined theatre artist in a nurturing environment that
models Christian values .
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Director’s Note

Good evening ACU Theatre friends & patrons,

I am delighted that you have chosen to spend an evening with us at ACU Theatre.
Tonight, you will see the culmination of six weeks of production build and rehearsal. Our
students have poured out their hearts through Victorian research, period style etiquette,
design creativity and trust in the process of demanding text translated to the stage.

This has been one of the most challenging and rewarding productions of my humble
career as a director. In my research, Ibsen is quoted in stating he did not set out to write
a female empowerment play but rather a play about a human problem. I believe both
themes are intertwined.

These seven extraordinary BFA actors have stepped in bravely. We agreed that each of
these characters are seeking love out of desperation; all through what they believe to be
pure motive. In A Doll’s House, you will observe broken people clinging to diminished
hopes and prayers. You will observe characters striving to �nd love through justi�ed and
contorted measures. You will observe characters questioning belief systems, seeking
justice and longing for foundation. Fear drives and yet, in the end, I believe this play
provides room for the breath of hope and transformation for good.

Hendrik Ibsen went to work on penning this rich classic in 1878 after meeting a young
Norwegian woman that he took a fancy to and adopted the name ‘skylark’. That woman
married a schoolmaster that fell ill. The woman arranged a loan without his knowledge
and later she was accused of forgery even though she had worked hard for the loan.
Her intentions were pure, but she was criminalized.

ACU Theatre’s season theme for 2025 is Winds of Change. I �nd the title �tting and in
Ibsen’s brilliance, he leaves the audience to guess the future. The power of theatre is
that it invites us each an opportunity to see ourselves or a truth that we better
recognize. I ask that you stay with the play through all 3 acts…only then will you
experience the full arc of story.

May we strive to be a people that love generously. May we never stop believing and
trusting that in a world that needs a �icker, only Jesus can bring that change…never
lose hope. That is a glorious thing.
-Dawne Swearingen Meeks
ACU Theatre Chair & Professor
‘95

Note: Each costume you will see on the stage was designed and/or constructed from
the ground up by Costume Designer, Catherine Baumgardner, and our team of
incredible BFA students.
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THIS  
IS YOUR 
MOMENT
Auditions:
November 23, 2024
February 1, 2025
March 1 and 22, 2025
April 5, 2025

Video Submissions Due:
April 17, 2025

Music Preview Day:  
November 22

acu.edu/music • 325-674-2199 • music@acu.edu

Degree Programs 
Bachelor of Arts in Music

Bachelor of Music in  
Vocal Performance
Bachelor of Music  

(teacher certification)

Performance
Opportunities

A Cappella Chorus
Big Purple Colorguard / 

Acuity Winterguard
Big Purple Marching Band

Concert Band
Gospel Choir
Jazz Combos

Jazz Ensemble
Opera

Orchestra
Percussion Ensemble

Steel Drum Band
University Chorale

Wind Ensemble

210116-0421

Auditions are available in person,  
virtual livestream or video submission.
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